i58          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
sideration, so important in a monastic school, she will
be able to develop rapidly and according to her in-
dividual bent.
A second juniorate was established in France at the close
of the last century, for the purpose of gathering together
specially promising subjects for a period of study be-
fore their final probation. Nuns from French-speaking
countries still meet in the French house-of-studies for a
course which includes scholastic philosophy, contemporary
history, and literature, as well as mathematics and artistic
subjects. The aim of these studies is rather to foster unity
of thought and aspiration than to cover a definite amount
of matter. In this French juniorate ties are formed for life.
The nun who has passed through it will feel henceforward
that she has a place to turn to when she needs intellectual
guidance. Perhaps some day it will be possible to give
this gathering an international character where teaching is
given by some of the best minds from different countries.
In the present state of educational policy this is, however,
hardly to be expected, and, at present, each vicariate has to
provide for the higher studies of its members.
The last stage of training, obligatory upon all, is the
probation or sk months5 noviceship, spent at the
Mother-House in Rome. Here the young nun finds herself
one of a group of forty to fifty religious who conae from all
over the world, and she will learn to think of herself as
part of a great whole. French Is the official language,
making possible the intercourse of this great cosmopolitan
household. There, completely free from all cares of school
work or study, the aim looks back upon her years of
religious life, looks out upon the world of her Order, of the
Catholic Church, of God's Kingdom, looks right on to the
limits of Eternity, for she is to bind herself for ever. And